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Editorial

India, a nation that proudly celebrates its diversity and rich cultural heritage, has, recently witnessed
a deeply troubling and persistent issue that is the recent incidences of violence against women. As
more and more women join the workforce and public space, providing them safe work and public
spaces becomes ever more important. Despite constitutional promises of gender equality and
numerous legal safeguards, the scale and severity of cases of violence against women are increasing
which calls for immediate action. India has taken important steps towards addressing violence
against women, such as the enactment of various Acts addressing Violence Against Women, the
establishment of fast-track courts for rape cases, and stringent amendments following the Nirbhaya
case in 2012.But, societal attitudes and patriarchal mindset continue to be significant hurdle. This
troubling trend isn’t limited to specific regions or communities; it spans urban and rural landscapes,
affecting women of all classes, religions, and social standings.

To address the problem, there is an urgent need to integrate gender sensitization Programmes at all
levels of society from schools to workplaces. Education and Awareness on the issue, including
Teaching young boys about respect, consent, and equality, is crucial in reshaping societal attitudes
toward women. Strengthening Law Enforcement where Police forces need specialized training to
handle cases of violence against women sensitively and effectively is another very important area.
Creating more women-only police stations and fast-tracking cases in courts can help speed up justice
and provide survivors with a safer environment. Further, media campaigns that challenge harmful
stereotypes and promote gender equality can help shift cultural perceptions. Empowering women
through education, employment, and financial independence is a powerful tool to reduce violence.
When women have the resources and support to stand up against violence, they can break the cycle
of dependency and exploitation. Holding perpetrators accountable is another important aspect. No
amount of legal protection will work if perpetrators of violence continue to escape punishment.
Society must reject any form of leniency for those committing violence against women, and swift,
strong legal consequences must become the norm.

The fight against violence toward women requires more than just legal reforms-it demands a societal
transformation. There is a need to create an environment where women can live with dignity, safety,
and equality. Only then can the nation fully realize its potential.

In this regard, Asha Paras International Journal of Gender Studies is an initiative to bring to the
forefront various gender issues especially women through Research papers and review articles. We
hope that the research papers and review articles published in this issue will help to further our
understanding of the current issues and problems concerned with women. And it is hoped that this
issue of the Research journal will be well received and appreciated by all its readers.

fer

Prof. Asha Shukla
Editor-in-Chief, APIJGS
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